Table 3. Possible benefits and drawbacks of religious beliefs and institutions in dealing with the effects of disasters   
	Aspect
	Details

	Negative Aspects
	May encourage apathy over re-building, re-location of people and/or changing livelihoods to reduce vulnerability and boost resilience.

	
	Contribute to enhanced vulnerability.

	
	May fashion an alternative reality that may inhibit education about risk reduction.

	Positive Aspects 
	To assist people in coping with the immediate and longer-term material, psychological and social consequences of a disaster.

	
	Institutions may provide a reserve of material and social capital. This may be used to assist recovery and may include financial and non-material support, the provision of information and the encouragement of resource sharing and donations.

	
	Provide a social grouping that may assist in educating the population about policies of risk reduction. 


