Table 2. A selection of key concepts in Islamic theology which may be used to support policies of disaster risk reduction (Based on: Ghafory-Ashtiany 2009, 221-3 and modified after Chester, Duncan and Dhanhani 2013, Table 2, 285).

	Concept 
	Qur'anic Reference

	Submission to the divine, belief and faith should result in 'good deeds'. Acceptance of disasters must be accompanied by good deeds. 
	Sura 31: 22

	The Qur'an is capable of multi-dimensional interpretations. The simple and literal text of verses, which are written at the level of common human appreciation, may with study unfold multiple meanings.
	Sura 16:89

	Humans should live with knowledge and understanding, one of the objectives of Islam being the rule of the wise and the conversion of ignorance into knowledge and wisdom.
	Sura 4:59 and 30: 9

	A high value is attached to group work, social responsibility,  co-operation and considering others. 
	Sura 42: 38

	At birth humans are ignorant, but have the ability to grow and gain success and well-being. In Islam, improvement is encouraged. 
	

	Without hard work, God's will cannot be achieved.
	

	People are given free-will by God and the ability to distinguish right from wrong . 'Taking the path of safety is a human choice and requires appropriate actions' (Ghafory-Ashtiany 2009, p. 222). 
	

	Humans do not have the right to harm themselves or other people. Causing harm or making people vulnerable is an 'unforgivable sin, unless the person who has been harmed forgives the action' (Ghafory-Ashtiany 2009, p. 222).  
	

	Human rights are important.
	

	People are encouraged to do good works and are forbidden to do wrong.
	Sura 3: 104

	Ignoring God's guidance is sinful, and this includes ignoring facts and knowledge, or being negligent.
	


