Table 2
	Feature
	Details

	Hope (Esperança)
	Human spiritual development requires time and the Holy Spirit is viewed as a font of knowledge and order.

	Faith in the Divine (Fé no Divino)
	The members of the cult believe that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent, omniscient and from whom no secret can be hidden. Vows and promises to God must be kept and traditionally the brotherhood (and increasingly sisterhood) emphasises: wisdom; understanding; counsel; fortitude; knowledge; piety and fear of the Lord. 

	Solidarity and charity
	Each year there is a ritualised distribution of alms and food (traditionally meat, soup and milk). Charity and solidarity are cardinal virtues and go beyond the ritualistic.

	Egalitarianism of the Brotherhood of the Holy Spirit (Irmandades do Divino Espirito Santo) 
	All members are equal and all can be elected mordomos (i.e. leaders or stewards). When a new mordomo is installed his (or her) worldly status is irrelevant and all are shown equal respect. The mordomo organises ceremonies that take place from Easter to Pentecost, and in some cases on Trinity Sunday. The mordamo is chosen by lot and a crown is placed on the head of an adult or child, to represent equality of status.

	Império (empire or theatre)
	This is a small chapel like building, whose architectural style varies across the islands. It is the focus of the annual festivities and most date from the nineteenth century. Before this a wooden stump was often used.


