Chapter 7

Conclusion: And So it Goes On …
As we noted at the beginning of the book the themes that we have  discussed largely reflect the topics and issues raised by the young people we spoke to. They often led and we would probe. That they wanted us to know about the experiences of their everyday life was no accident. For this was where they perceived there was the most ignorance about their situation, especially in the west, as this was the area most distorted by anti-Arab racism. The fact that they felt the need to assert their humanity and show how their dreams were no different from those of young people the world over and how their childhoods are distorted by occupation was in no small measure their refusal to be seen solely through a racist lens: a lens which portrays Palestinians as having little respect for their own lives and with an intrinsic hatred for the Israelis.

We noted earlier that despite the on going horrors of the occupation many young people insisted that they were not anti-Jewish but anti-Zionist, and in fact most Palestinians see the only viable future as one where they and Israeli Jews can live and work together – albeit in a radically different state formation, one that is secular and democratic, rather than exclusivist and ‘Jewish’. 
Given that young people’s main contact with Israelis in the West Bank is either with soldiers or with settlers this stance is quite remarkable. For some, such as Manal and her younger brother, it was a matter of incomprehension that human beings could behave so cruelly and violently towards other humans. It was their inhumanity which she emphasized when she told us of their experiences of settlers. Just to be a Palestinian seems enough to provoke their violence. 
So many times we were asked in our discussions, is it possible to make peace with a people who don’t see you as fellow humans deserving the same respect and consideration? “We are the ones without a partner for peace. Not the Israelis” we were told in Nablus in 2008. For these university students, their day to day experiences of Israelis whether soldiers or settlers were of a people who treated and perceived them as worse than animals. Thus they were clear: there needed to be a fundamental shift in attitude towards them as an Arab people if there was to be any prospect for peace. For all the young people we met – exemplified by many of the testimonies on the check points - this deeply rooted racism towards them is one of the principal barriers to any form of reconciliation. But there are also other obstacles and shadows that lie across a future path to peace.
For the entire period covered by this book, the situation in the West Bank deteriorated


. Unemployment and poverty deepened, affecting disproportionately those who lost land and livelihoods to the ever greater development of the Wall, the expansion of settlements and the network of Israeli only roads which simultaneously links the settlers to Israel and fragments and cantonises the land of the Palestinians in the West Bank
. These physical facts on the ground, involving massive state investments which are heavily subsidized by the US, are evidence enough that the Israelis have no intention of wanting a viable Palestinian state.
What was emerging before our eyes as we re-visited these occupied territories was a landscape increasingly dominated by settlements, large and small, usually on the high ground, and the squeezing of the Palestinian population into ever smaller areas in and around the larger cities and towns with tight restrictions on their ability to develop, build or expand. Even in Area A towns and cities where the PA has most control, the suffocating nature of Israeli restrictions on land use and development leaves the Palestinians in the administration virtually powerless. The example from Tulkarm where Palestine health workers were powerless in the face of daily poisoning from Israeli waste and factories is common across the West Bank. 

Settlers, or as one of the young students from Hebron rightly insisted – the colonists  – figured more and more  in the lives of the West Bank people over the period of our visits. Settlers rarely came into Palestinian towns and cities in the West Bank with the crucial exceptions of Hebron and East Jerusalem. But over all the West Bank, settlers and settlements were casting an ever longer and darker shadow. Any journey between towns and villages takes one past settlements whose security barriers, lights, observation posts, and cameras make powerful statements both about the alienation of these communities from their immediate environment and their intent, at least in the larger settlements, to remain. 

Box 7.1

Settlements: The Facts
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 These settlements and outposts are inhabited by a population of some 462,000 Israeli settlers. 191,000 Israelis are living in settlements around Jerusalem and a further 271,400 are further spread throughout the West Bank
. The settler population has grown consistently between 4-6% per year over the last two decades, a much higher rate of growth than Israeli society as a whole (1.5%).
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 Approximately 385,000 settlers in 80 settlements will be located between the Separation Wall and the Green Line if Israel holds to projected plans.
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 In 2008, amidst the ‘settlement freeze’ agreed upon in the Annapolis framework, tenders for new settlement building increased by 550% from 2007. Actual settlement construction has increased by 30% since the launching of the new round of peace talks. Settlement building around Jerusalem has increased by a factor of 38.
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 A total of 9,000 further housing units have been approved in East Jerusalem, and approximately 2,600 new housing units are being built east of the Separation Wall, comprising 55% of all settlement construction activity.
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 Settlements are built on less than 3 percent of the area of the West Bank. However, due to the extensive network of settler roads and restrictions on Palestinians accessing their own land, Israeli settlements dominate more than 40 percent of the West Bank.

One thing that makes settlers so threatening to Palestinians is their tendency to unprovoked violence. We heard many testimonies to this effect: accounts of completely random drive by shootings of innocent bystanders, and Palestinians attacked with stones and batons as they go to their olive trees close to settlements
. There are enough of these incidents for most Palestinians to be fearful of all settlers, especially young male adults many of whom seem to relish the Uzi sub machine gun round their neck and a machine pistol in their belt. What made them especially ominous was their almost total freedom to harass, attack, injure, and even kill Palestinians with impunity.

Box 7.2

Why do they shoot us?

In our school we have had attacks from the settlers who have shot at the school buildings. When this happens we are all very scared and the teachers keep us inside the buildings. Why do they shoot us? I can only say that it seems to me that the Israelis whether soldiers or settlers see all us Palestinians as the enemy and so they shoot. We don’t need to do anything to make them shoot.

 Jamal,  Jenin 2006, 

Action by the Israeli authorities to counter the violence of the settlers towards the local people has been and remains derisory
. It is clear that one of the principal roles of the IDF in the West Bank is to protect the settlers and the settlements. This intimate relationship is evident in many ways. Army bases are invariably located in the larger settlements, as are detention and interrogation centres as well as military courts. It was commonplace for us to see women from the settlements at the permanent checkpoints supplying the soldiers with drinks and home made food. From their very origins, the IDF had conceived the settlements in the West Bank as constituting a first line defence/aggression system for Israel which in turn led to the formation of para-military units of settlers organically linked into the army and supplied with weapons, communication systems and military intelligence. As Sharon conceived it, settlers and settlements were to be the eyes and ears of the occupier’s surveillance of the West Bank with his desired hope that no Palestinian would ever be further than 500 metres away from such a gaze.
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Yousef Ikhlayl, 17 years, killed by settlers in Beit Umar, January 2011


The relationship between the IDF and the settlers has however not always been easy and as Zertal and Eldar have argued there were times before the outbreak of the Second Intifada in 2000 when some leaders of the IDF in the West Bank resented the time, resources and hassle involved in protecting settlements and their various outposts and saw them as inhibiting rather than extending their security capabilities
.  From the settlers’ point of view the IDF is a paradox. On the one hand it is their handmaiden in securing, developing and expanding and then protecting their settlements across the West Bank. But on the other, it is the instrument used by the state when it wishes to remove or prevent the establishment of a settlement.
However fractured and at times divided, the settlers have proved to be highly effective in securing considerable power and influence far in excess of their numbers. Nowhere is this better illustrated in the route taken by the Wall where we noted earlier that the settlers have succeeded in getting the Wall to incorporate all the principal West Bank settlements into the Israeli ‘side’ and to ensure that many of the more outlying settlements are separately ‘Walled’ and tied by ways of Israeli only highways to the hinterland.

Box 7.3

Settlements and the Wall

As the barrier’s [Wall] construction site nears their region, settlement councils have started applying as much political pressure as they can for the path to ‘loop around’ and absorb them into the safer, western side they refer to as ‘Israel’ even though it is in effect within the Occupied Territories….The logic behind the current frenzy in construction of outposts lies in the settlers’ wish to influence the path of the barrier by seeding the terrain with ‘anchor points’ around which the barrier should loop. Appearing to be wary of settlers’ pressure, but actually using it as an excuse to perform what has been planned in advance, the government seeks to include as large a number of settlement points as possible and leave as few Palestinians as possible on the ‘Israeli’ side of the barrier.

They have also succeeded in projecting themselves within Israel as the true descendants of the first Zionist pioneers – heroically settling and reclaiming their historically given land in the face of considerable hardship and danger. Some groups of younger and even more militant settlers known as the ‘hilltop youth’ have taken this even further by styling themselves on the cowboys of the US west riding their horses with their rifles across their backs or in their saddle bags searching out new sites for settlements deep within the West Bank.
Box 7.4

Hilltop Youth

In the fussy attempts to evacuate the outposts, a new generation and a new kind of settler came to life, and they have earned the nickname ‘hilltop youth’. Groups of youngsters some of them younger than 18, who have disengaged from the educational system and in most cases from their families, have settled on the hills on the margins of Jewish settlements and have created for themselves a closed, alternative subculture of violence, harassment of Palestinian neighbours, and confrontation with representatives of the state which  they perceive as ‘foreign rule’ … These young people see the state and its institutions as a nuisance at best and in many cases as an enemy……these hilltop youth perceive themselves as soldiers in the unending struggle that bends every other value not only to another dunam and another hill but to the establishment of their own state, which  as far as they are concerned has not yet arisen.
 
More menacingly in the long term, has been the settlers’ clear policy of developing their presence within the IDF. In September 2010,  Haaretz noted that 13%  percent of all combat company commanders on active service in the IDF came from settlements, a five-fold over-representation based on their proportion in the general population of Israel. Commanders from the settlements are heavily represented in the elite Golani brigades, where 20 percent of company commanders live over the Green Line; only 11 percent come from kibbutzim and moshavim
. The growing power of the settlers within the IDF brings self-evident advantages but from the standpoint of the West Bank it makes the settlers more confident, better armed, and less fettered. 
This aspect perhaps help explain our experience when we travelled from Tulkarm to Ramallah on a Saturday in September 2006. The trip took hours and involved negotiating six sets of checkpoints. At one of the random checkpoints, in the middle of no-where the soldier asked us: “Have you enjoyed your trip to Judea and Samaria?” This was an obvious provocation but it also revealed a deeper truth: for many in the IDF their commitment is to Eretz Yisrael (Greater Israel), that the West Bank is ‘theirs’ and the Settlements legitimate Israeli outposts.

The settlers are not however an homogenous group and can be roughly divided into two. The larger category comprises those who have moved to the settlements for mainly economic reasons: to take advantage of the subsidized housing, work opportunities and tax breaks that are provided to settlers. Connected by an increasing network of fast and exclusive highways, most of the larger and developed settlements are less than one hour travel time from Tel Aviv, Jerusalem or the Mediterranean coast
. Many of them tend to be poorer Israelis, for most would prefer, if they could afford it, to live in the Israeli capital. The second group also benefits from all the subsidies and other incentives but is defined by their ideological commitment to Greater Israel (an Israel that stretches from Dan in Lebanon to the north down to Bersheeba in the south, and from the Mediterranean in the West to the Eastern Bank of the Jordanian river). These settlers cohere around biblical claims that they are God’s chosen people who were granted the whole of what was mandated Palestine as their legitimate and rightful country
 and for some, their commitment to Greater Israel means expanding their ‘re-occupation’ to include parts of present day Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. 
For the former group living in a settlement fulfils their need for high quality and subsidized homes, for the latter, a settlement is the realization of an ideological commitment to fulfill their destiny of colonizing their god given land. They are not only ardent advocates of a  Greater Israel but tend to be the most militant and violent exemplified by Baruch Goldstein who murdered 29 Palestinian worshippers in the Mosque of Abraham (also the Jewish Tomb of the Patriarchs) in Hebron in February 1994. Goldstein, a religious settler was a member of the ultra nationalist sect called Kahk. 
Over the period of our research, we heard more and more stories from young people about the violence and terrorism of the settlers. We never encountered or heard of a settlement which had reasonable relations with its Palestinian neighbours. Examples, as we have seen, are both numerous and various including the day to day general harassment of the Palestinians as they go about their daily business – going to school, minding their crops and animals, tending the olives - to the theft of water and land and the deliberate run off of sewage on to Palestinian lands. In Hebron, the situation is particularly dire and is now internationally known for the extremism of the settlers who, whilst small in number, have, with almost total impunity, driven most of the Palestinians out of the centre of the old city. It has not gone unnoticed that no matter what outrage the settlers committed on the local population in this major West Bank city, and the resulting claims that the government will move the settlers, or at least control them, nothing, but nothing has been done. Instead the settlers entrench and flourish in Hebron and throughout all the Occupied Territories protected by the IDF and sanctioned by the government.

Box 7.5

Settlers and Israel: The view from Haaretz

A state within a state has arisen in the territories; it is standing up to the country that created it and is overcoming it. 
”The state today is the enemy of the people of Israel,” some people defiantly said Thursday in Hebron. 

 The government therefore has to decide who it fears most - the judges or the settlers. By default, it has actually decided. On Sunday the ministers will once again pound the cabinet table: We will under no circumstances come to terms with this, they will say as usual. We have decided to uproot the wild weeds [settlers in Hebron]. All who hear will laugh, or cry. 

Not only did they not evacuate the disputed house, they did not even dream of evacuating it.
 

Haarretz, 29 November 2008
Arabs and Israelis
Of course, there are Israeli Jews who do not embrace deeply rooted racist views of Palestinians and Arabs. Some actively intervene, such as the Women in Black who formed in Jerusalem in 1988 to protest against the violence of the IDF in the First Intifada by holding weekly vigils wearing black to mourn all the deaths in the conflict. Others are to be found in a number of active human rights and solidarity groups fighting the construction of the Wall, monitoring checkpoints, fighting house demolitions and protesting the on going and growing discrimination of the Palestinian population living within Israel. The majority of these groups believe Israel should withdraw to the 1967 Green-line, or perhaps even the borders of 1947, and their hostility is directed at the IDF and the Settlers because they jeopardize the possibility of a ‘just peace’.  

There are a smaller number of young Jewish activists who have started to establish links with Arabs within Israel itself and who are starting to pose larger questions about the very nature and presence of the Israeli state in the region – but they remain a tiny minority.

Many of the young people in the West Bank that we spoke with knew of the existence of such Israeli Jews and they were often cited as an illustration as to why their problem was not with Jews but with Zionism. But in the main, the daily Palestinian experience of Israelis in the West Bank is that of a people who are overwhelmingly racist and cruel; who are committed to expansion and the colonization of ever more land, and who are willing to use violence to achieve their ends: the destruction of any semblance of Palestinian society.
The Palestinian Authority
In so many ways the young people we met throughout the West Bank seem far in advance of their ‘leaders’. Their utter disdain for the episodic “peace” process is just one example. Between 2006 and 2011 a number of ‘peace’ initiatives were launched but were seen as contemptible as round after round only deepened their losses.  As such futile initiatives dragged on it was clear that the political and economic elites represented in the Palestinian Authority were drifting further and further away from the mass of the population. They were increasingly in quite different places both materially and ideologically.

 We heard mounting criticism of the PA including, as we saw earlier, its failure to provide sufficient benefits to the poorest, its lack of vigour in protesting against the Wall; its involvement with some of the industrial zones; its failure to ensure that Palestinian labour did not have to resort to jobs in the settlements and, of course, its corruption. Outside of Ramallah many young people complained that the concentration of political power in that city had adverse effects on the rest of the West Bank. In Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarm and Qalqilya we heard complaints of how the money stays in and around Ramallah with little getting elsewhere. The student whose testimony we have used was supported by the whole group when she told us that the construction of all the big PA ministries in Ramallah with their associated commercial developments was making the city look like a capital. She said that it was like the Israelis with their settlements, Wall and roads, writing the ‘facts on the ground’. We were, she said, doing the same with Ramallah which would make it easier for Israel to dismiss our claims for Jerusalem as our capital.

The depth of this chasm was also revealed in the PA’s on-going commitment to a two state solution; the vast majority of the young people we met were deeply skeptical about the viability of such an option despite the USA and the EU continuing to assert that it was the only game in the town.  But for those living in the West Bank such a strategy falls at every conceivable hurdle. We met no one who believed that Israel would dismantle its massive colonial infrastructure and presence in the West Bank and that no amount of tunneling or bridge building could make a viable state out of fragmented cantons. No one we met felt that Israel would negotiate away its control over the increasingly significant water resources located in the West Bank (and also the Golan Heights) given the country’s dire shortage of water. And the reasons were simple. Israel was under no pressure and not only continues to break international law and conventions at will but it is always rewarded and never punished. 
The West Bank’s greatest riches are its people and this is especially true of the young who make up the majority of the population. They are one of the most highly educated populations in the region. Alongside formal education there is the education of the people in ongoing resistance to the occupation and the loss of their homes and lands stretching back to 1947/48. It is a powerful combination which gives rise to a young population that is astute, self-confident and able. Moreover it is a population that wants to do something, to serve their people and their cause. We heard so many young people for example, tell us that their choice of university courses was determined by what they thought would be useful to the people. But it was usually in the Youth Centres in the refugee camps where we witnessed most clearly what could be achieved and sustained by young people with virtually no income or resources other than the buildings commonly funded by an NGO. Art, drama, dance, film, sports, trips, parties, and classes of many kinds catering for hundreds of children and young people were taking place day in and day out over years, and often in the face of IDF incursions and destruction with young people in the lead.
The PA, on the contrary, seems more concerned with containing and constraining this energy and commitment and rarely initiates any activity which seeks to mobilize or engage the mass of young people. It seemed a terrible waste to us that not more was being done to engage with young people in the West Bank not least because under the intolerable conditions of the occupation, a sense of common humanity and solidarity has emerged which is enormously precious and inspiring and provides an extraordinary base from which to plan and act; to consider both the possible and the impossible. 

The growing significance of the Palestinian Boycott Disinvestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement
 and the actions against the Wall in Bi’lin are but two recent examples of popular initiatives which have been treated with suspicion by the PA. Their anxiety over any popular gatherings which they don’t directly control was demonstrated by the PA’s break up of attempts to show West Bank solidarity for the Egyptian people’s uprising against the Mubarak regime during February 2011.  In the case of demonstrations in Ramallah, Amira Hass reported that the French trained Special Palestine Police Force, which is one of the best trained and funded sections of the many faceted PA security network, was used to break up the crowd.. According to Dr. Mamdouh al-Aker, for the past 7 years the general commissioner of the Palestinian Independent Commission for Human Rights, “there are two reasons” for the PA’s actions. The first is “due to the close relations with the Mubarak regime, the leadership is perplexed by expressions of support for the opponents of a friend. The second reason - when a regime is insufficiently democratic, it fears that popular demonstrations might spin out of control”
. 
Box 7.6

Police State in the West Bank
All through the 10 years I spent as a student in the US, I dreamed of returning to Palestine and contributing to a future Palestinian state. Coming from a modest background in Hebron and having had the privilege of an education at some of the best universities in America, I felt an obligation to help my people, always mindful that I had been more fortunate than friends and siblings who stayed behind.

Yet, from the moment I returned last September, I found a wall higher than the Israeli separation barrier blocking me from helping my Palestinian brothers and sisters. That wall was made up of America's Palestinian horses: Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Salaam Fayyad and President Mahmoud Abbas.

The moment I began publicly raising objections to the police state being formed in the West Bank, and the fear instilled in people who might dare to criticize the government, Fayyad’s intelligence services started harassing me, to the point where I no longer felt safe in the West Bank. Even now that I have returned to the US, I still receive threatening phone calls for my criticism of Fayyad and Abbas. Several friends back home were arrested or called in for questioning by Palestinian intelligence officials over Facebook and Twitter activities that criticize Fayyad and Abbas.
Fadi Elsalameen 

Whilst none we spoke to talked of a police state in the West Bank, the extraordinary number of people in the uniform of the various PA security services and their increasing interventions in daily life was troubling and problematic to many. It didn’t feel as they were being protected by these security services as the PA insists, but instead stifled and controlled. The range of security forces operating in the West bank include the Presidential Guard, Preventive Security, Special Police Services, National Security Force, Internal Security and General Intelligence. The security services of the PA consume over 30% of its budget and at 1 to 80 gives the West Bank one of the world’s highest security to civilian ratios. Their presence is everywhere in the West Bank, including in 2011 the operation of new Palestinian checkpoints into major cities such as Nablus. The almost entirely western funded Palestinian security system is also set to include 52 new prisons and new security and detention centres in 8 of the main West Bank cities
.  It is largely these growing resources from the West that account for the recent growth in the West Bank economy, so much lauded as signs of hope. 
The recently leaked Palestinian Papers (2011)
 confirm what many already know concerning the deep involvement of western governments and corporations in the training, funding and creation of the PA’s security services. For the West it is one of the success stories of their intervention that the PA now has a security system that can increasingly police and manage their own population at the behest of the Israelis. The Papers note the Israeli’s growing satisfaction with these developments which is the acid test as far as the West is concerned
. 

Box 7.7

Israel and The Security Services

The Dayton Battalion [so called after US General Dayton who until recently was responsible for the training of the PA’s National Security Force] recruits have a single allegiance. Israel vets every recruit; the PA, the Jordanian government and a US database also approve each candidate. Israel notes the serial numbers of each and every weapon issued to Palestinian security forces -- and maintains the right of veto on all equipment issued. Even the security forces' performance is determined by Israel: as one Western diplomat explained, the main criterion is Israeli satisfaction: "If the Israelis tell us that this is working well, we consider it a success"
. 
For the PA, the security services are now at the very core of its existence. It is a much needed source of employment and hence patronage directly in the hands of PA leaders. But above all, as the Papers clearly tell, they have become the PA’s principal tool for smashing Hamas, both in the West Bank and elsewhere. As one Hamas legislator noted, “The PA has succeeded more than the Israelis in crushing Hamas in the West Bank”
.  It has been estimated that up to 10,000 Hamas supporters have been arrested by the PA since 2007.
According to Jamal Zubeida, a council worker in Jenin: 

We have more democracy than anywhere in the world. They use speakers to call us to come out to demonstrate; the Palestinian Authority even sends us buses to transport us to the protests. In Egypt, it's forbidden to demonstrate; here they send us buses. But they are not the right sort of protests.

The right sort of protests are definitely discouraged for they would increasingly focus on the role and power of the PA as it increasingly takes over from the Israelis the control and management of the Palestinians.

We were in Nablus and Jenin during the last week of January 2011. Tunisia was in the throws of revolution, Cairo and Egypt were in the process of erupting and Al Jazeera was in the process of publishing the leaked Palestinian Papers. In both places the markets were open and busy and it seemed life was normal. But from our friends and the young workers in the market it was clear that they were following events in Tunisia and Egypt with great interest. Their sympathies were unconditionally with those fighting for freedom and justice. As for the revelations in the Papers, this told them nothing they didn’t already know, it merely provided more ammunition for their case. They had long ago realized that there could never be meaningful negotiation with Israel on the terms established at Oslo. All the Papers did was provide further evidence of this futility and of PA complicity. 
Zubeida continued:
There were no demonstrations here in support of the Egyptian people, because our regime has ties to the Egyptian leadership, and it does not allow protests. But a new intifada could erupt here at any time. Voices are stifled in the West Bank, and they are stifled in Gaza; and the majority of the Palestinian people, the silent majority, knows that what is happening in Egypt and Tunisia can happen here. Here, too, there are young people who studied in universities but have no work. There are many hungry people - we have that too. Here too there are people who are not allowed to speak out. Corrupt politicians - we have that too. And who opposes them? In Jenin there are 200,000 residents, and 500 policemen and soldiers. The ratio is the same in Hebron, Nablus, and Ramallah. What would they do with hundreds of thousands of people rising up against them? The only question is when this will erupt.     

         (Jenin, January 2011)
The future is yet to be determined but what is a cause for optimism is that it looks increasingly likely that the overwhelming public support for the rights of the Palestinians throughout the region can no longer be ignored by their governments. Again, Jamal Zubeida, represents the views of many Palestinians when he notes:
One of the reasons for our failure is the Arab regimes, which haven't helped us. We are not angry with the Arab people; our anger is aimed at its governments. These regimes never helped us. All they do is pressure Mahmoud Abbas to engage in another round of negotiations with Israel. They give him money, not to fight the occupation, but rather to pave roads. That will not take us anywhere. Now, after Tunisia and Egypt, we have hope regarding the Arab world. We always said: there is no war without Egypt, and there is no peace without Egypt. Perhaps Egypt and the Arab world will strengthen now, and begin to assist us. Iran has become stronger, as has Turkey, as well as China and India; it's only the Arab world that hasn't gotten stronger. Should it strengthen, should it become more democratic, it will help us.  

(Jenin, January 2011)
Not surprisingly we heard many voices telling us that the next Intifada will not simply focus on Israel but will also confront the corruptions and abuses of power that is embedded within the PA and the small but significant political and economic elite that currently prosper. The flames of revolution spreading across the Arab world, fueled by a passion for freedom, for justice and for dignity, have a resonance and an echo within the Palestinian West Bank. This new great social movement of the second decade of our century provides a vision of an alternative Middle East and, within that, of an alternative future for Palestine. It is a vision that encapsulates the possibility that our friends the Amari family will be able to return to their land and their homes and live a life free from occupation.
� Real per capita income plunged from about $1,621 in 1999 to nearly $1,284 in 2008 while the per capita of the gross national product dived from nearly $1,959 to about $1,690. Real GNP per capita dipped from $1,707 to $1,108. “Sector-wise, the agricultural sector which is a key component of the Palestinian economy and a major job provider has been severely hit because of the Israeli measures. In nominal terms, it recorded modest growth but real growth was negative mainly because of a sharp decline in olive production. Its contribution to the GDP shrank from about $294.5 in 2007 to $235 in 2008, depressing it share from 6.3 to 4.6 per cent,” the [ the Arab League] report said.


“From 160,000 tonnes in 2007, olive output in the territories dived to only 34,000 tonnes in 2008 as Israel pushed ahead with its policy of land confiscation, uprooting of trees, devastation of farmlands, and closure of export outlets.” Nadim Kawach, ‘Real per capita income of Palestine plunges’, Emirate Business 24|7 – 17 Jan 2010�� HYPERLINK "http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/16012010/01172010_39da394d56624fcf9e617033e8d9d548.aspx" \t "_blank" �http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/16012010/01172010_39da394d56624fcf9e617033e8d9d548.aspx�





� “All bypass roads have a 50–75m buffer zone on each side, where no construction is allowed. These buffer zones have led to a great loss of agricultural and privately-owned Palestinian land.Whilst illegally built on confiscated Palestinian land, these roads are forbidden for use by Palestinians. They consolidate Israel’s creation of a system of Apartheid in the West Bank and fracture communities across Palestine.In August of 2008 there were 794 kilometers of by-pass roads in the West Bank. To date it is unclear how many kilometers of road Israel is planning to build before it is finished.” 


‘Israeli settlements’ Palestine Monitor factsheet - Updated: 15 March 2010; � HYPERLINK "http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.php?article7" ��http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.php?article7�


� “There are now more than 300,000 residents living in Jewish West Bank settlements, according to a Israel Defense Forces Civil Administration report covering the first half of 2009.


As of June 30, the settlements had 304,569 residents, an increase of 2.3 percent since January.


Most of the growth was in the most religious communities, including the ultra-Orthodox settlements. Modi’in Ilit gained 1,879 residents, a 4.5 percent increase. Beitar Ilit gained 1,074 residents, a 3.1 percent jump”. By Chaim Levinson, Haaretz Settlements – 27 July 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://http:/www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1103125.html" \t "_blank" �www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1103125.html�





�‘Israeli settlements’ Palestine Monitor factsheet - Updated: 15 March 2010; � HYPERLINK "http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.php?article7" ��http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.php?article7�





�“ Nablus – Ma’an – Israeli settlers set fire to 10 dunums of land in a Palestinian village near the West Bank city of Nablus on Monday evening, according to a Palestinian Authority official.��Ghassan Doughus, the PA official charged with monitoring settler activity in the northern West Bank, said dozens of settlers from a settlement called Aliyah set fire to olive groves in the village of Labn. The official also said settlers assaulted farmers who were harvesting olives. It was unclear if anyone was significantly injured in the reported attack.” This is so typical.  Rarely does a day pass in the West Bank when there are no such incidents. � HYPERLINK "http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=233627" ��http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=233627�


�


�  Excellent data and accounts of settler violence can be found in Defence of Children International, Palestine Section, (2010) Under Attack: Settler Violence against Palestinian Children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Ramallah; � HYPERLINK "http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/research/Settler_violence_2010_report.pdf" ��http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/research/Settler_violence_2010_report.pdf�





�  From the website of Anarchists Against the Wall, 30th Jan 2011; � HYPERLINK "http://www.awalls.org/" ��http://www.awalls.org/�





�  Zertal I and Eldar K., (2007)  Lords of the Land  Nation Books, New York, English translation: First published 2005 in Hebrew. See chapter 6, ‘Complicity’ for more detail on the shifting relationships between settlers and the IDF. This book offers a fine analysis of the shifting and influential role of the settlers in the West Bank and on Israeli politics and its peculiar relationship to the Israeli state.
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